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The  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Eastry  Rural  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  & G-entlemen, 

The  development  of  public  health  services  over  this  century  has 
brought  a growing  involvement  of  technical  and  engineering  slcills.  There 
is  now  the  introduction  of  management  and  work  study.  It  may  at  times  be 
thought  that  all  this  technical  development  is  reducing  the  need  for  and 
importance  of  the  public  health  inspector,  the  old  "sanitary" inspector 
when  the  word  sanitary  was  still  used  in  the  full  sense  of  implying 
"healthy".  There  is  ample  evidence  that  these  very  technical  develop- 
ments, v/ith  corresponding  commercial  and  industrial  developments,  are 
themselves  presenting  their  ovm  hazards  and  that  the  need  for  an 
officer  who  can  stand  apart  and  inspect,  observe  and  report  on  the 
risks  to  public  health  arising  from  the  unwitting  disregard  of  hiiman 
well-being  in  how  these  developments  are  used,  remains.  He  must 
continue  to  have  that  security  of  tenure  that  v/ill  permit  fearless 
comment  and  the  right  of  access  that  will  make  proper  investigations 
possible.  The  training  of  the  public  health  inspector  evolves  as 
problems  change  and  it  is  a reasonable  duty  that  local  authorities 
should  ensure  that  by  attendance  at  refresher  courses  their 
inspectors  are  kept  in  touch  with  these  changes , 

Progress  in  the  control  of  infectious  disease  and  the 
developments  already  referred  to  have  led  to  the  sharing  betv/een  local 
authorities  of  the  doctor  responsible  for  advising  on  matters  concerned 
with  the  public  health.  This  development  of  united  medical  officer  of 
health  districts,  which  in  Kent  has  been  kept  strictly  separate  from 
responsibility  for  any  County  Services  in  the  area,  has  placed  on  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  greater  local  personal  responsibility,  for  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  "general  direction"  is  as  often  as  not 
exercised  over  the  telephone  in  a consultant  capacity,  and  not  in  a 
hierarchiol  relationship.  Nevertheless,  joint  investigations  are 
always  useful  and  occasionally  essential. 


The  separate  presentation  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector's 
Annual  Report  has  been  encouraged  and,  I believe,  is  welcomed  by  the 
Council.  It  is  a snag,  so  far  as  the  medical  officer  of  health  is 
concerned,  that  present  legislation  insists  on  a separate  annual  report 
for  each  authority  in  the  united  district,  and  as  the  area  spreads  he 
feels  more  and  more  like  the  Ancient  Mariner  v/ith  not  one  but  a series 
of  albatrosses  hanging  round  his  neck,  that  is  if  the  report  is  to  be 
a personal  review  of  the  year.  But  the  aim  of  this  preface  is  to 
stress  that  v/hatever  local  government  reform  faces  us  in  the  future, 
and  however  technically  efficient  our  public  health  essential  services 
such  as  refuse  collection,  sev/erage,  vvater  supply  and  so  on,  may 
become,  there  will  still  be  a need  for  the  public  health  inspector 
on  a district  level,  close  to  the  people  and  concerned  v/ith  the 
community.  While  the  medical  officer  of  health  may  well  be 
transmugrified  into  a community  physician,  it  is  this  one’s  hope 
that  the  link  v/ith  the  public  health  inspector  will  remain  and  that 
the  latter  will  always  be  able  to  look  to  the  former  for  medical 
guidance  and  support  to  back  him  in  his  duties. 


MALCOLM  S.  HARVEY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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EASTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT  - 1968 


The  popiilation  of  24,210  v;as  an  increase  of  l,kfo  on  the  previous 
year.  The  birth  rate  of  15.9  per  1,000  when  adjusted  for  population  age 
became  17.86  and  above  the  national  rate  of  16.9.  The  386  local  births  of 
whom  were  born  outside  marriage,  ;70uld  have  been  produced  by  a 

standard  popiiLation  of  22,840  persons.  On  the  other  hand,  the  458  deaths 
;fo\ild  have  resulted  amongst  a standard  population  of  38,512  persons.  These 
figures  are  given  to  illustrate  that  our  population  has  a lot  of  elderly 
persons  in  it,  Nevetheless,  even  allowing  for  that  by  adjusting  the  death 
rate,  from  18.9  uncorrected  to  12.47  per  1,000,  the  death  rate  was  above 
the  national  rate  of  11.9  per  1,000,  The  Infant  Death  rate  was  close  to 
the  national  level  of  I8  per  1,000  live  births. 


The  most  noteable  social  development  -was  the  beginning  of  progres 
on  the  establishment  of  the  Spinney  Lane  Inudstrial  site  at  Aylesham.  This 
rural  township  of  Aylesham  v/as  a bride  deserted  at  the  altar  with  so  many 
beautiful  plans  unconsummated.  Now  this  sad  spinster  in  her  approaching 
fifties  sees  hope  of  some  fulfilment  of  the  original  dream. 


The  Hoverport  development  at  Pegiiell  Bay  approved  during  the  year 
under  review  has  not  had  any  great  impact  on  the  rural  district.  The 
periodic  appearance  of  gypsy  or  gypsy-like  encampments  in  the  district, 
generally  at  IVillow  Wood,  Northbourne,  is  a reminder  of  a problem  yet 
unsolved. 

HOUSING. 


The  Council  approved  a Rent  Rebate  scheme  for  its  houses  and 
wisely  met  the  Council  Tenants  Association  to  explain  its  -working  and  the 
reasons  for  implementing  it,  with  the  result  that  it  has  been  well  accepted 
The  take  over  of  398  Coal  Board  houses  was  a major  load  both  for  housing 
management  and  for  repair  and  upgrading. 


The  Council  again  faced  up  to  the  problem  of  houses  covered  by 
demolition  orders  but  still  occupied,  mostly  by  elderly  persons,  which 
numbered  3I  in  all.  Mindful  of  the  deterioration  in  living  conditions 
as  such  dwellings  inevitably  fall  into  greater  disrepair,  it  v/as  agreed 
that  wherever  alternative  accommodation  was  not  accepted,  special  Sub- 
Committee  consideration  should  be  given  to  the  case.  Such  cases  are  a 
challenge  to  housing  department,  public  health  department  and  County 
Welfare  department  co-operation. 


The  numbering  of  houses  on  nev/  housing  estates  is  not  alivays 
clear  and  visible.  It  was  necessary  to  call  attention  to  the  difficulties 
experienced  by  doctors  and  other  callers  in  identifying  addresses. in  parts 
of  Eastry.  Identification  should  be  clear  from  the  road  by  day  and  by 
night,  and  the  measure  could  v/ell  bo  car  numbering  for  prominence  and 
size. 


The  Covincil  increased  its  rate  of  house  building  and  completed 
157  nev;  housing  units  in  the  year,  125  being  built  also  by  private  enter- 
prise. 
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Details  of  action  under  the  Housing  Act,  19^7  (Section  l6) 


Demolition  Orders  made  - 6. 

Unfit  houses  demolished  - 1,  Closed  \/ith  Undertakings  - 1. 
Families  so  displaced  - 4.  Persons  - 13. 
Unfit  Houses  rendered  fit  after  informal  action  - 30. 
Number  of  these  previously  included  in  a demolition  order  - 8, 
Number  of  these  previously  under  a closing  order  - 1, 
New  houses  built  by  Council  - 157.  By  private  enterprise  - 125. 
Resulting  increase  in  fit  houses  - 304. 
Houses  improved  by  standard  grants  - 33. 
Houses  upgraded  by  discretionary  grants  - 20, 


The  opening  of  Wansum  Coiirt  at  St,  Nicholas-at-Wade  (26  single  units, 
4 couples  and  a Warden’s  flat)  was  a first  and  good  step  forward  in  meeting 
the  needs  of  the  loss  able  elderly  in  \7ardened  accommodation.  With  its 
commonroom,  visitor's  bedroom,  and  well  planned  and  pleasing  lay-out,  it  has 
an  atmosphere  of  welfare,  and  in  the  way  it  blonds  into  the  village  is  itself 
an  amenity. 

Nevertheless,  by  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  some  anxiety  that 
the  Warden  v^as  being  overwhelmed  v/ith  calls  for  quasi-nursing  duties  to  help 
some  of  the  residents  whoso  health  suffered  a \;inter  breakidoTm,  This  is  a 
matter  of  attitude  and  expectations  not  uninfluenced  by  the  relatives  of 
residents  v/ho  erroneously  expect  the  harden  to  act  as  nurse.  Such  aid  for 
30  residents  is  quite  impossible  and  one  expects  mutual  aid  amongst  the 
residents  and  the  provision  of  district  nursing  or  home  help  from  the  County 
Health  service  to  give  the  same  service  as  would  be  given  to  single  persons 
in  a village  setting,  Yifansum  Court  is,  after  all,  31  separate  dv;ellings 
each  T,dth  its  om  front  door,  even  though  all  are  under  one  roof,  and  the 
Warden's  care  is  unobtrusively  custodial.  Time  vdll  undoubtedly  develop 
a tradition  of  mutual  support  amongst  the  residents, 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Only  nine  dwellings  in  the  Rural  District  are  not  supplied  by 
public  mains  water  or  other  satisfactory  piped  supply,  and  these  are 
isolated  dwellings  dependent  on  private  wells.  Five  of  these  sources  were 
found  to  be  unfit  and  two  of  them  had  a high  nitrate  level  making  them 
unsuitable  for  infant  feeding,  as  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
rightly  advised  the  householders.  In  no  case  was  plumbo -solvency  detected. 

The  nature  of  the  mains  \;ator  supplied  to  the  district  remains 
unchanged  from  wells  at  Wingham,  Yfoodnesborough,  Martin  Mill  and  Minster, 
providing  a moderately  hard  water  (280  ppm  to  310  ppm  hardness  of  which 
55  to  95  ppm  is  permanent  hardness). 

The  collapse  of  an  addit  to  the  Wingham  Well  caused  some  trouble 

to  the  Thanet  Water  Board  but  this  was  q\iickly  sealed  off,  as  soon  as  the 

change  in  tho  normal  hi^  standard  of  purity  in  the  raw  v/ater  obtained  was 

obsein^ed.  No  risk  to  tho  community  arose  as  tho  mains  water  is  chlorinated 

before  distribution.  The  offending  addit  source  was  not  brought  back  into 
use  until  the  quality  of  the  water  was  entirely  satisfactory  before 
chlorination.  Regular  sair^jling  of  mains  water  is  carried  out  by  the 
Water  Board  Staff,  Our  attention  was  drawn  to  hazards  to  the  Woodnesborough 
source  from  overflov/ing  cesspools  in  the  Beacon  Lane  area,  v;hich  is  included 
in  a main  drainage  scheme  for  that  part  of  the  district. 
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SEWERAGE  & SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


The  development  of  Minster  Sevvage  Works  alloiTcd  the  extension  of 
sev/ers  to  the  villages  of  Monkton  and  St.  Nicholas-at-Wadc  and,  as  a result, 
92  properties  wore  connected  during  the  year.  This  also  resulted  in  the 
\vithdrav\ral  of  free  cesspool  emptying  from  these  parishes. 


Extensions  and  improvements  were  made  to  the  Eastry  Senago  Works. 
Sewering  of  the  Thanet  Y/ater  Board  property  at  Yfingham  Well  and  a nearby 
farming  unit  improved  the  protection  of  this  T;atcr  source.  A scheme  was 
approved  for  sev/ering  Woodnesborough,  Beacon  Lane  and  Marshborough  which, 


\7ill  protect  the, 


when  completed,  

Borough -Dnwarage . s cbeac  to . transf 
sea  outfsill  rocoivod  “ministry  appro 
development  in  the  catchiaent  area  i 


Woodpesborpugh  v/ater  spurpe..  Th 
'er  disposal . from,  the  tidal,  in ver 
royal.  Until  this  is  stanted,  h 

‘ subject  to  limitation. 


The^  Sandwich 
to . a long 
ousing 


The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  surveyed  the  unsewored  parishes 
not  included  in  current  sewerage  development  and  called  attention  to  the 
need  to  protect  the  \7ater  gathering  areas  of  Ripple,  Ashley,  Studdale, 

This  accepts  the  failings  of  v/atertight  cesspools  as  a means  of  disposal 
and  recognizes  them  as  unsatisfactory  means  of  disposal  for  houses  i.dth 
modern  amenities  - such  development  woxald  sev/cr  16O  properties,  '■^he  Council 
favoured  the  inclusion  of  Tilmanstonc  (77  properties)  in  such  proposals, 

INPTOJOyS  DISEASE. 

Adjustment  in  the  list  of  Notifiable  Diseases  made  by  legislation 
during  the  year  brought  in  notification  of  Infectious  Jaundice.  Six  cases 
were  notified  of  whom  four  were  in  children. 

The  following  occurrences  or  outbreaks  are  of  interest.  The 
tables  of  general  incidence  of  infcctioiis  disease  are  shovm  in  the 
appendix. 

Imported  disease. 

A chartered  holiday  flight  of  86  passengers  arrived  at  Manston 
from  Tangiors,  preceded  by  a message  that  there  v/as  Typhoid  on  board.  For- 
tunately this  was  an  error  in  description  and  the  illness  was  Salmonella 
(Typhi  M\irium) , one  case  having  been  left  in  hospital.  One  passenger  became 
ill  on  the  flight  and  required  admission  to  hospital  on  arrival.  The 
passengers  came  from  2+4  different  local  authority  areas  and  35  out  of  the 
44  medical  officers  of  health  replied  to  a follow-up  enquiry,  giving 
information  on  68  of  the  passengers.  In  total,  63  of  the  87  persons  on 


this  holiday  were  tested,  ^he  results  were:- 

Acute  Clinical  illness  and  hospitalization  - 2 

Excreting  Salm.  Typhi  Murium  vdth  symptoms  - 3 

Symptomless  excretors  - 3 

Negative  on  test  - 55 

Not  tested  or  no  information  - 24  (July). 


An  elderly  man  returned  from  Teheran  suffering  from  Salmonella 
Ncv;port  enteritis  identified  on  arrival  through  Bristol.  His  wife,  vvho 
had  been  v/ith  him  v;as  not  infected  (August), 
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A holiday  flight  from  Barcelona  was  diverted  by  bad  weather  to 
Manston  Airport.  One  passenger  felt  so  ill  on  arrival  that  she  took  a 
taxi  to  Canterbury  Hospital  v/here  she  was  foiind  to  have  a rash  and  v/as 
transferred  by  ambulance  to  Maine  Infectious  Disease  Hospital  (a  circuit 
of  33  milos  to  reach  a hospital  one  mile  from  the  airport).  She  proved  to 
be  a case  of  acute  paratyphoid  fever  (Paratyphoid  B) . The  patient  had  been 
in  a party  of  ten  holidaying  in  a villa  in  Spain  v/ith  tv/o  English  house- 
keeping staff.  She  gave  a history  of  ’’Spanish  tummy”  on  the  third  day  after 
arrival  and  a relapse  on  the  eighHiday  Vidth  some  medical  treatment.  All  the 
contacts  and  those  on  the  previous  party  at  the  villa  were  notified  to  home 
area  medical  officers  of  health.  No  other  cases  or  excretors  of  paratyphoid 
were  identified  but  one  excretor  of  a different  salmonella  was  found 
(September) , 

Of  Local  Origin. 

A piimary  school  vn.th  a roll  of  209  children,  eight  teaching 
staff  and  seven  meals  servers,  suffered  an  explosive  outbreaJe  affecting 
seven  infants,  two  juniors  and  one  teacher,  v/ith  acute  diarrhoea  and 
vomiting;  two  of  the  children  having  to  be  taken  home  with  cramps  associated 
vn.th  the  vomiting.  Six  of  the  seven  kitchen  staff  were  ill  or  felt  sqeamish 
and  four  more  teaching  staff  had  diarrhoea  or  felt  sick.  All  cases  occurred 
within  24  hours.  The  two  teachers  not  involved  did  not  take  a school  meal. 
There  was  a low  incidence  in  the  pupils,  i.e.  nine  out  of  I66  children  taking 
school  meals.  Stool  specimens  from  kitchen  and  teaeching  staff  T;ere  negative 
for  pathogens  and  the  only  clue  to  a possible  cause  was  a report  that,  on 
the  day  before  the  outbreak,  one  conta.iner  of  cooked  pork  received  from  the 
Central  Kitchen  smelled  strong  when  opened. 

The  School  Kitchen  supplied  four  village  schools  and  the  strictly 
limited  distribution  of  cases  suggested  that  one  container  only  v/as  the 
source  in  v/hich  Cl.  Y/elchi  toxin  had  developed  with  subsequent  food 
poisoning  (March), 

A family  doctor  informed  me  of  the  prevalence  of  diarrhoea  and 
vomiting  cases  in  his  practice  area  which  had  been  brought  home  to  him  by 
the  involvement  of  his  own  family.  The  outbreak  involved  toddlers  and 
adults.  The  outbreak  subsided  as  it  developed  over  2-3  weeks.  Type  3 
Adeno-virus  v/as  isolated  from  the  doctor's  family  (May), 

Two  children  - age  3 and  9 years,  developed  belly  ache,  diarrhoea 
and  vomiting,  the  second  one  fifteen  ho\jrs  after  the  first  with  the  first 
child  the  more  severe  case.  The  situation  was  complicated  by  the  presence 
of  a lying-in  mother  and  baby  in  the  household  a,nd  both  children  were 
admitted  to  hospital.  Salmonella  Typhi  Murium  was  identified  and  no  other 
person  in  the  household  was  fomd  to  be  infected.  Source  remained 
unidentified  (September). 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT.  1948.  Section  47. 

It  was  necessary  to  seek  one  order  for  urgent  removal  of  an 
elderly  woman  aged  93  to  hospital  in  her  own  interest,  although  unv/illing 
to  go,  in  order  that  she  should  receive  proper  care  and  attention. 

An  elderly  couple,  the  wife  blind,  the  husband  v/ith  heart  failure 
and  leg  troubles,  living  in  a farmhouse  on  v/hich  a demolition  order  had  been 
made  set  us  and  the  Welfare  Authority  a problem.  The  risk  of  a move,  the 
tenacity  of  the  blind  wife  to  hold  on  to  the  ground  she  know  was  easy  to 
understand  and  the  fear  of  a new  house  and  locality  was  real.  The  not 
unexpected  demise  of  the  husband  made  the  impossibility  of  the  situation 
acute  and  admission  to  Part  III  accommodation  was  agreed  to  by  the  blind 
widow. 
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OTHER  PUBLIC  HEALm  PROBLEMS  OF  INTEREST. 


Noise, 

There  v/ere  complaints  of  bird  scorers  in  the  cherry  orchards 
causing  noise  nuisance.  The  byelav/  permits  the  reasonable  use  of  such 
bird  scorers  betv/cen  one  ho\ir  before  sunrise  and  one  hour  after  sunset , which, 
in  June  and  July,  leaves  little  of  the  night.  The  matter  therefore  rests  on 
what  is  reasonable.  New  residents  in  a fruit  growing  district  find  the 
cacophony  of  birds’  alarm  calls  and  other  so\inds  lanreasonablc  at  all  times. 
After  one  or  two  years  tolerance  develops  in  neighbours,  but  even  when  such 
tolerance  and  understanding  grows,  the  public  health  department  becomes 
the  referee  as  to  v^hat  is  reasonable.  Fruit  grov^ors  using  electronic 
bird  scaring  equipment  for  the  first  season  may  not  understand  hov/  harsh 
it  is  to  past  city  dwellers  or  bird  lovers  and  this  is  the  conflict  in 
;7hich  v/c  find  ourselves  involved. 

Pollute  ojp. 


Kent  County  Council  established  a scheme  to  deal  v/ith  seaborne 
oil  pollution  by  which  the  Surveyor  is  the  local  authority's  Oil  Pollution 
Officer,  and  the  District  Council  is  responsible  for  organising  personnel, 
boats,  equipment  and  detergents,  etc,  vn.th  the  County  in  reserve  if  the 
problem  proves  too  great  for  the  District  Authority, 

Another  pollution  problem  is  the  minev/atcr  discharged  from 
Tilmanstone  Colliery,  which  threatens  the  purity  of  subterannean  water 
supplies  by  salination.  Some  progress  in  a better  arrangement  of  disposal 
seems  likely  soon. 

Rats , 


Although  the  general  level  of  infestation  v/as  sli^tly  lower  as 
reported  by  Mr.  Sayers,  there  v/as  the  usual  movement  of  rat  popiilation  in 
the  Autumn  with  appearances  in  nc\T  areas.  The  harborage  of  leptospirosis 
by  the  rats  alv/ays  presents  a risk  to  those  working  in  ditches  and  sowers. 
One  case  of  human  infection  (Wcil's  Disease)  was  reported  in  a River 
Authority  'worker  in  June.  Entry  of  infection  can  occur  throu^  unprotected 
skin  abrasions  or  cuts. 

SWlIjClNG  POOLS. 

Three  new  learners  pools,  tr/o  in  Primary  Schools  and  one  in  a 
Children's  Home,  raised  the  total  given  periodic  chock  by  the  public  health 
inspectors  to  eleven. 

ROAD  SAFETY. 

The  Council’s  Road  Safety  Committee,  v/hich  is  active  in 
co-ordination  and  promotion  of  the  education  of  the  younger  generation  to 
survive  the  traffic  hazards  of  modern  life,  received  and  acted  on  much 
valuable  information  on  locally  observed  risks. 

CTJTSI_DE  BODIES. 

Financial  support  continued  to  be  given  to  Citizen's  Advice 
Bureaux  at  Deal  and  Canterbury  and  to  Family  Planning  Association 
Clinics  at  Dover  and  Deal. 
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TABLES  AND  STATISTICS  ; EASTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT  1968 

Population:  24-, 210  - increase  of  320  over  19^7 . 

Area:  (unchanged)  54-, 276  acres.  Total  Hereditaments  : 9222  : D\7Cllings  8734-. 
Births:  386  Male  205.  Eemalc  I8l. 

Outside  marriage  - 21  = 5.4%  (England  cS:  Wales  8.4) 
Birth  rate  per  1,000  population:  15.9  (England  & V/alos  I6.9) 

" " adjusted  - 17.86  Ratio  to  England  & Wales  = I.06 

Stcuidard  population  that  vro\ild  produce  386  births  in  I968  = 22,84-0 

Stillbirths  = 10 


Infant  Deaths 

= 

Under  1 year 

- 

7 

Under  4-  weeks 

- 

6 

Under  1 T-7cek 

- 

hr 

Perinatal  Mortality:  35  (England  & Wales  24-. 7)  Stillbirths  and  Deaths  under 

1 v/eck  (1,000  live  <?;  still- 
births) . 

Infant  Mortality  Rate:  18  (England  & Wales  18.3)  (infant  deaths  per  1,000 

live  births) 

Deaths:  4-58  Male  225.  Female  233 

Death  Rate:  18.9 

Adjusted:  12,47  (England  & Yi^ales  11,9) 

Standard  population  that  vrould  produce  4-58  deaths  in  I968  = 38,512 


Deaths: 

- 

Children  (age  1 

- 15).  4. 

Adults  (15 -6a) 

Male 

47 

Female 

32 

Total 

79  = 17.7%  of  total 

deaths , 
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Causes  of  Death 


ifica-i 
tion 
No, 


Cause  of  Death 


TOTAL: 


[Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Other  Forms  of  T.B. 

Other  Infoc,&  Parasitic  Dis's 
Malig.  Dis,  Stomach. 

" " Lung  & Bronchus, 

" '*  Breast , 

" " Uterus, 

Leukcamia, 

Other  Malig.  Neoplasms, 

Benign  & Unspecified  " 

Diabetes  Mellitus . 

Other  Endocrine  Diseases. 
Anaemias , 

Other  Diseases  of  Blood, 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Dis, 
Hypertensive  Disease, 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease, 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease, 
Ccrebro  Vascular  Disease, 

Other  Diseases  of  Cir .System, 
Influenza, 

Pnciamonia . 

Bronchitis,  Emphysema, 

Asthma, 

Other  Dis's,  of  Resp .System, 
Peptic  Ulcer, 

Appendicitis, 

Intestinal  Obstrn,  & Hernia, 
Other  Dis's, of  Digest , System, 
Nephritis  & Nephrosis, 
Hyperplasia  of  Prostate, 

Other  Dis's, Castro  Urinary  Syst". 
Dis's.Musc,  Skeletal  System, 
Congenital  Anomalies . 

Birth  injs.  Difficiolt  Labour, 
Other  Causes,  Perinatal  Mort, 
Symptoms/ill  defined  conditionsj. 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents,  I 

All  other  Accidents , 

Suicide  & Solf  Infl.Injuries , 


ALL  CAUSES: 
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Il 


Poisoning 


one 
out- 
break 
rep. in 
text. 


The  Tuber c\ilo sis  ^^egister  at  the  end  of  I968  stood  at: 


P\iLm. 

T.B. 

lleJ-e: 

56 

Female:  42 

Total: 

98 

Other 

T.B. 

II 

8 

" 3 

11 

11 
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PREVEI.^TION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (K.C.C,  IiaiUNIZATION  SCHEME) 


Approximate  Population  under  5 years  = 1950 • Births  I968  = 386 


Age  Groups 


Combined  immunization  can  include  protection  against  Diphtheria, 
Tetanus  and  Whooping  Cough  or  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus,  The  Poliomyelitis 
vaccine  used  is  usually  oral  vaccine  and  is  not  given  as  a combined  vaccine . 
Measles  vaccine  is  given  alone  at  age  1 year  or  over.  Smallpox  vaccination 
is  recommended  in  the  second  year  of  life. 
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GENERAL  MEDICAL  SERVICES. 


There  are  nine  doctors  (principals)  in  practice  from  surgeries 
in  the  Rural  District  located  in  Wingham,  Ash,  Eastry,  Eythorne,  Aylesham 
and  Minster.  The  doctors  lists  are  fairly  large  and  over  l6fo  of  their 
patients  are  elderly  persons, 

HOSPITAL  SERV^ICES,^ 


General  Hospitals  in  Thanet,  Canterbury,  Deal  and  Dover  meet 
local  needs,  with  geriatric  services  located  in  Canterbury,  Thanet  and 
Dover.  A bed  admissions  office  is  located  in  Nunnery  Fields  Hospital, 
Canterbury, 


Infectious  Disease  accommodation  is  provided  in  Haine  Isolation 
Hospital,  Ramsgate,  and  in  Buckland  Hospital,  Dover.  Tuberculosis  hospital 
accommodation  is  available  at  the  Royal  Sea  Bathing  Hospital,  Margate,  and 
further  afield,  as  arranged  by  the  Chest  Physicians  who  have  Clinics  for 
Chest  Diseases  in  Ramsgate,  Folkestone  and  Canterbury,  Mount  Hospital, 
Canterbury  is  a special  unit  (of  30  beds)  specializing  in  bronchitis  and 
non- infectious  chest  diseases. 


DISINFECTION. 


Facilities  for  steam  disinfection  are  now  available  at  Eastry 

Hospital. 


MORTLARY, 


Use  is  made  of  public  mortuary  facilities  at  Ramsgate, 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 


While  the  family  doctors  make  use  of  the  nearby  hospitcQ. 
laboratories  at  Ramsgate  and  Canterbury,  we  send  our  bacteriological 
specimens  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Preston  Hall,  Maidstone,  It 
wo\ild  be  helpful  to  have  some  facilities  a little  nearer  for  urgent  work. 
Use  is  made  of  the  County  Analyst  for  routine  water  and  other  sampling 
when  required. 


ygiEPJAL  DISEASES  CLINICS. 


These  are  located  in  Buckland  Hospital,  Dover  (Males),  General 
Hospital,  Margate  (Females  and  Males),  and  Kent  &.  Canterbury  Hospital, 
Canterbury  (Males  and  Females), 


- 12 


KENT  COUNTY  CLINIC  SERVICES  IN  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


(Latest  information) 


Child  Health, 

Ash  Village  Hall, 

Aylesham,  The  Boulevard  Clinic, 

Eastry  Village  Hall, 

Eythorne,  Miners  Welfare  Hall, 
Chaucer  Road,  Elvington, 

Mansion  R.A.F.  Station, 

Minster  Parish  Hall, 

Nonington  Village  Hall, 

Preston  Village  Hall, 

Wingham  Village  Hall, 

Dental  Clinics, 

Aylesham,  The  Boulevard  Clinic, 

Aylesham,  The  Boiilcvard  Clinic, 


1st,  3rd,  5th  Thursday  afternoons. 
Every  Tuesday  afternoon. 

First  Wednesday  afternoon. 

2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  afternoons, 

1st,  3rd,  5th  Wednesday  afternoons 
Tuesday  afternoons, 

1st  Thxirsday  afternoon, 

2nd  and  4th  Thursday  afternoons, 
1st  & 3rd  Thursday  afternoons. 

Thursdays,  Fridays,  mornings  & 
afternoons,  and  Wednesday  if 
required. 

Wednesday  mornings. 


Services  are  also  available  to  the  nearby  rural  area  in  Sandwich 
Ramsgate,  Margate  and  Deal, 


Principal  Welfare  Officers  concerned  with  parts  of  the  District. 


(i)  Principal  Welfare  Officer, 

Aberdeen  House,  68,  Ellington  Road,  Ramsgate, 

Parishes  of:  Minster,  Eastry,  Worth,  Sholden,  Ripple, 

Northbourne,  Tilmanstone  and  Sutton, 

(ii)  Principal  Welfare  Officer, 

Mortimer  House,  24,  Hartsdown  Road,  Margate, 


Parishes  of:  The  fourteen  other  parishes  in  the  Rimal 

District , 
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(iii)  Area  Domestic  Help  Organiser, 
24,  Hartsdovm  Road,  Margate, 


The  Educational  Divisions  differ.  The  Thanot  Divisions  covers 
Minster,  Monkton,  Acol,  Sarre  and  St,  Nicholas-at-¥/ado,  and  the  Dover 
Division  deals  with  schools  in  the  rest  of  the  District, 


Children's  Department. 


Minster,  Monkton,  Acol,  St,  Nicholas-at-Wade,  Manston  and  areas 
north  of  Sandwich  Tollbridge  arc  helped  by  the  Area  Office  at  Aberdeen 
House,  68,  Ellington  Road,  Ramsgate,  The  rest  of  the  Rural  District 
depends  for  the  social  care  of  children  in  difficulties  from  the  Area 
Office  at  Cambridge  Terrace,  Dover, 


It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  some  association  betv^een  the 
Educational  areas  and  Children's  Department  areas  of  responsibility  in 
the  Rural  District  but  no  comriion  pattern  in  the  Welfare  areas , The 
patterns  of  police,  highv/ays  and  planning  areas  have  not  been  considered. 
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EASTRY  RURAL  _ ^STRICT 

EWTRONIvlENTAL  HEALTH 


12^ 


COMCIL 


REPORT  BY  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 


EASTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chainnan,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 


I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  on  Environmental 
Health  v/ithin  the  Eastry  Rural  District  during  the  year  I968. 

When  so  much  publicity  and  so  many  pressures  are  being 
directed  tov/ards  Consumer  Protection,  I suggest  that  it  is  equally 
important  to  be  reminded  from  time  to  time  of  responsibilities  that 
rest  vrLth  the  consumer.  Irrespective  of  the  protection  provided  by 
legislation,  through  local  authorities  and  their  officers,  and  the 
education  and  guidance  available  from  numerous  organisations  and 
through  mass  communication,  there  remains  a need  for  every  individual 
as  a consumer  to  accept  a share  of  responsibility  and  examples  in 
environmental  health  come  readily  to  mind. 


If  customers  must  take  their  dogs  into  food  shops,  should 
they  not  at  least  keep  them  under  control?  When  the  law  forbids  the 
shopkeeper  under  penalty,  to  smoke  in  the  presence  of  open  food, 
should  not  the  customer  exercise  similar  restraint?  If  people  must 
smoke  v;hilst  eating  and  drinking,  can  they  not  refrain  from  using  the 
cups  and  saucers  as  ash  trays?  The  householder  rightly  expects  a 
hygienic  refuse  collection  service,  but  are  not  those  engaged  in  this 
least  attractive  of  jobs  entitled  to  find  domestic  refuse  stored  in 
suitable  containers,  of  reasonable  size  and  with  handles  for  lifting? 

and  so  one  can  continue,  with  examples  in  these  and  other  fields 

v/here  perhaps  rather  more  responsibility  and  self  help  can  and  should 
be  exercised. 


The  duties  of  public  health  inspectors  are  many  and  varied 
and  at  local  level  he  acts  as  a form  of  social  Ombudsman  in  the  \7ide 
field  of  environmental  health;  it  may  be  that  among  the  changes  that 
are  ahead  in  local  government  this  is  a direction  in  vdiich  his 
future  will  lie.  It  is  inevitable  that  at  times  his  activities  may 
appear  to  be  critical  of  colleagues  and  indeed  of  actions  of  the  local 
authority  itself  and,  therefore,  it  is  no  mere  formality  when  I take 
this  opportunity  of  recording  my  appreciation  of  the  support  and 
encouragement  received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 
during  the  year  and  the  continued  help  and  co-operation  from  all 
members  of  the  Council's  staff. 


W.  H.  SAYERS 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


I^CH. 


HOUSING 


(l)  Formal  action  taken  under  the  Housing 


No,  of  houses  reported  \ander  Section  l6 

(i.e.  not  capable  of  being  rendered  fit  at  a reasonable 
expense) 


No.  of  Demolition  Orders  made 


6 


No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  1 

No,  of  houses  demolished  1 


No.  of  houses,  subject  to  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  ...  2 

in  which  proposals  under  Section  24  for  repair  and 
improvement  v/ere  accepted. 

No.  of  houses,  subject  to  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  ...  9 

repaired,  improved  and  made  fit  for  habitation  and  the 
Orders  revoked. 


9lc  ^ sje  >)(  ♦ 5!e 


Following  the  comment  in  my  Report  for  19^7  on  the  number  of 
families  living  in  condemned  houses,  a Sub-Committee  was  set  up  to 
consider  this  difficult  problem  and  after  careful  review  of  all  the 
factors  involved  recommended:  That 

(i)  an  offer  of  siaitable  alternative  accommodation 
be  made  to  each  occupier  of  a hoiiso  the  subject 
of  a Demolition  or  Closing  Order  as  soon  as 
such  accommodation  becomes  available; 

(ii)  the  Housing  Selection  Sub-Committees  be  urged  to 
give  these  cases  first  priority; 

(iii)  in  the  event  of  an  offer  not  being  accepted,  a 
report  be  submitted  to  the  Housing  and  Tov/n 
Planning  Committee  ^.-ith  a view  to  legal 
proceedings  being  talcen  pursuant  to  Section  21 
or  Section  27,  as  appropriate,  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957;  and 

(iv)  in  any  case  where  the  cost  of  removal  etc,  would 
bo  likely  to  cause  undue  hardship,  financial 
assistance  be  offered  pursuant  to  Section  32  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1957,  and  the  Chairmen  of  the 
Housing  and  Town  Planning  Committee  and  of  the 
Council  be  given  power  to  act. 


These  recommendatims  v/ero  accepted  and  it  is  hoped  \7ill 
result  during  19^9  in  a further  reduction  in  the  number  of  families 
living  in  condemned  d\7ollings . 
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( 2 ) Modernisation  of  houses  v/ith  the  aid  of  &rants. 


Since  1954,  the  Council  have  actively  oncoioraged  a policy 
of  voluntary  housh  improvement  by  offering  Grants,  and  by  the  end  of 
1968,  Grants  had  been  approved  for  a total  of  NINE  HUNDRED  AND  NINETY- 
FIVE  d?/ellings. 


No.  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Grants  were  approved  ..  20 

, (Ten  .of  those  v;ore  ovmer/occupied  and  Ten  tenanted) 


. . Total  cost  of  schemes  approved: 

Amount  ascribed  to:  Improvements: 

Repairs : 

Total  of  Grants  approved: 

The  maximum'  grant -of  £400  vras  approved  in  NINE  Cases. 

(b)  Standard  Grants  - 1968, 

THIRTY -THREE  applications  were  approved,  of  v;hich  NINETEEN  v/ere 
from  ormer/ occupiers , 


£29,622 

(Average  per  dwelling  £1481) 
£17,810 

(Average  per  dwelling  £890) 
£11,812 

(Average  per  dv/elling  £590) 
£7,088 

(Average  per  dwelling  £354) 


Over  the  past  fifteen  years  the  rise  and  fall  in  the  number  of 
applications  received  for  Improvement  Grants  has  reflected  the  appearance 
of  the  national  economy.  In  I968,  a Government  Y/hite  Paper  "Old  Houses 
into  New  Houses"  was  published,  ?;hich  proposed  various  changes  in 
legislation  so  that  a greater  proportion  of  public  investment  in  housing 
should  go  to  the  improvement  of  older  houses . An  immediate  effect  of 
this  \7as  the  v>,dth(lra\;al  of  a number  of  improvement  schemes  v;hen  owners, 
understandably,  decided  to  v;ait  in  the  hope  of  an  increase  in  the 
normal  maximum  Discretionary  Grant  from  £400/0/0d  to  £l,000/0/0d. 


No  areas  of  the  district  have  yet  been  found  v/hich  are  con- 
sidered suitable  for  declaration  as  Improvement  Areas, 


One  Representation  was  received  from  a tenant  requesting  the 
Coxincil  to  implement  their  powers  of  compulsory  improvement.  After 
negotiations  with  the  ovnier  of  the  property,  an  Undertaking  in  accordance 
with  Section  24  of  the  Housing  Act,  I964,  v;as  accepted  under  which  the 
dwelling  v/ould  be  improved  to  the  full  standard  within  a period  of  twelve 
months . 


2 


WATER  SUPPLY 


There  are  8,734  dv/olling  houses  in  the  district,  of  \vhich 
nine  only  are  now  vn.thout  a piped  supply.  One  house  only,  which  is 
subject  to  a Deraolition  Order,  draws  \/atcr  from  a standpipe. 


EIGHT  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  from  private  wells  and  FIVE  of  the  sources  were  found  to 
be  unfit.  In  tv/o  cases,  in  viev;  of  the  high  nitrate  figure,  occupiers 
were  advised  against  use  of  the  v/ater  for  infant  feeding. 


EIGHT  samples  ^vere  tadcen  from  private  sources  for  chemical 
analysis  with  special  reference  to  plumb o -solvency.  Reports  from  the 
County  Analyst  showed  that  in  no  case  v/as  the  presence  of  lead  detected 
nor  any  other  toxic  metal  in  an  excessive  degree. 


STOMIvIING  POOLS 


The  number  of  swimming  pools  in  the  district  continues  to  ^ 
increase  and  eleven  are  now  in  use.  All  are  visited  from  time  to  time 
during  the  summer  months  and  colormetric  apparatus  is  used  to  check  the 
chlorine  content  and  the  level  of  alkalinity . 


DRAINAGE 


During  the  year,  a report  was  presented  to  the  Public  Health 
Committee  on  sanitary  conditions  in  unsewered  parts  of  the  district,  in 
order  to  guide  the  Council  in  formulating  a further  programme  of 
priorities  for  sev/erage  schemes.  The  recommendations  made  were  accepted 
and  the  Council  decided  that.  Ripple,  Ashley/East  Studdal  and  Tilnanstone 
be  given  next  priority  in  the  programme  for  so\/ering  the  Rural  District, 
to  be  followed  in  due  course  by  Acol,  Finglesham,  Northboiorne,  Sarre, 
and  part  of  Worth. 


Ninety- tv;o  properties  were  connected  to  the  new  sev/ers  in 
Monkton  and  St.  Nicholas -at -Wade  during  the  year,  leaving  fifteen 
properties  in  Monkton  and  fifty-one  in  St.  Nicholas -at -Wade  still 
draining  to  cesspools  and  septic  tanks. 


In  the  district  as  a whole,  t\7onty-six  pail  closets  vrere 
abolished  during  the  year  but,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  summary  table, 
this  still  leaves  over  two-hundred-and-fifty  dwellings  with  t^s 
archaic  form  of  sanitation.  Having  regard  to  the  fact  that,  in  an 
unsewored  area  the  abolition  of  a pail  closet  invariably  requires  the 
construction  of  a cesspool  or  septic  tank  - now  quite  a costly  operation, 
no  substantial  reduction  in  the  total  number  can  be  expected  until 
further  sewerage  schemes  are  completed. 
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PAIL  CLOSETS 


The  follova.ng  table  shows  the  approximate  number  of  Pail 
Closets  existing  in  the  various  parishes  at  the  end  of  I968:- 
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CARAVANS  AND  CAl'iPING- 


The  use  of  land  as  a caravan  site  is  controlled  by  the 
Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  I96O.  Subject  to  certain 
exemptions,  land  may  not  be  used  as  a caravan  site  unless  the  occupier 
of  the  land  holds  a site  licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  land  for 
that  purpose. 

Licence  conditions  v;ere  varied  during  the  year  to  permit 
increases  in  the  number  of  holiday  caravans  on  the  follovd-ng  sites 

(a)  Wayside  - from  46  to  54. 

(b)  Foxhunter  Caravan  Park  - from  285  to  340. 

At  the  Poxhunter  Caravan  Park,  Monkton,  work  commenced  on  a 
scheme  to  provide  every  standing  v/ith  main  services,  i.e.  water,  drainage 
and  electricity,  and  by  midsummer  over  one-hundred-and-fifty  had  been 
completed. 


Site  licences  which  have  been  issued  by  the  District  Council 
and  are  in  force  are  as  follows 


Thanet’s  Caravan  Park,  Acol. 

Frost  Farm,  St.  Nicholas-at-Wade. 
Smugglers  Leap,  Minster. 

Wayside,  Minster. 

Foxhunt er  Caravan  Park,  Monkton. 

Dog  & Duck,  St our mouth. 

Sandhills,  Sholden, 

South  London  Holiday  Camp,  Sholden, 
Sutton  Vale,  Sutton. 

Invicta  Sun  Club,  Sutton. 

Old  Fairground,  Wingham. 


40  Holiday. 

48 

40  Residential, 
54  Holiday. 

340  Holiday. 

^ 28  Residential. 
60  Holiday. 

65  " 

2 " 

114  " 

5 

6 Residential. 


Individual  residential  caravans  2 , 

att  sic  sic 


The  control  of  sanitary  conditions  on  tented  camping  sites  is 
contained  in  the  Public  Health  Act,  193^,  but  a licence  is  not  required 
unless  land  is  used  for  more  than  forty-two  consecutive  days  or  for 
more  than  sixty  days  in  any  tv;elve  consecutive  months. 

The  effect  of  these  tolerance  periods  is  that  unlicensed  sites 
with  inadequate  amenities,  are  occupied  intermittently  throughout  the 
sumr.ier  months,  and  there  is  a clear  need  for  some  control  similar  to 
that  over  caravans  -under  the  I96O  Act. 

Gypsies  and  Other  Travellers. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  six  caravans  v;ere  stationed  on  tv70 
unlicensed  sites  in  the  district  but  no  action  has  been  taken  in  deference 
to  Circular  60/67  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  & Local  Government.  It  is 
ironic  that  this  should  include  the  area  y/hich  provoked  so  much  oppo- 
sition when  the  Council  proposed  to  establish  a site  for  Gypsies  and 
Other  Travellers,  equipped  with  proper  amenities. 
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FACTORIES  ACT.  I96I 


1 - 


The  District  Council  are  responsible  for  the  Sections  of  the 
Act  relating  to  the  provision  and  maintenance  of  sanitary  conveniences 
in  all  factories,  b\iilding  operations  and  works  of  engineering  con- 
struction, In  addition,  they  administer  the  provisions  relating  to 
cleanliness,  overcrov/ding,  temperature,  ventilation  and  drainage  of 
floors  at  factories  \7ith0ut  mechanical  po\/er. 

Part  I of  the  Act 

INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises . 


(1) 


(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3, 4 & 6, 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities. 


(ii) 


(iii) 


Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

( excluding  out-workers  * 
premises) . 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 


54 


Nujnber  of 

1 Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1 

(4) 

(5) 

3 

" 

" 

2 

- 

- 

1 - 

— r- 

— j 

r 

Thirteen  notices  regarding  Outvrorkors  were  received,  twelve  making 
wearing  apparel  and  one  lamps ha.de s , 


^ 4;  >!<  >;< 


AG-RICULTURAL  (SAFETY.  HEALTH  & irELFARE  PROVISIONS) ACT . 1956, 


This  is  an  Act  to  provide  for  the  safety,  health  and  welfare  of 
persons  employed  in  agriculture.  The  District  Council  are  required  to 
administer  only  that  Section  of  the  Act  relating  to  the  provision,  main- 
tenance and  cleanliness  of  sanitary  conveniences,  '^here  should  be  close 
association  betv/een  this  amenity  and  washing  facilities  and  it  seems 
unfortunate  that  the  responsibility  shoiild  be  divided  betv/oen  the  local 
authority  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  & RAIL7/AY  PREI.ilSES 


ACT,  1965. 


This  Act  provides  for  the  health,  welfare  and  safety  of  per- 
sons enployed  in ’offices,  shops  and  certain  railway  premises. 


All  premises  in  the  district  for  v/hich  the  local  authority  are 
responsible  under  the  Act  have  been  registered,  and  one-hundred-and- 
thirteen  received  a general  inspection  during  the  year.  The  various  types 
of  premises  registered  are;- 


Offices  29 
Retail  Shops  8A 
Yliolesalo  Shops  & Warehouses  1 
Catering  Establishments  9 
Fuel  Storage  Depots  1 


During  the  year,  infringements  of  the  Act  and  Regulations  \;ere 
found  as  follows : - 


Unsafe  shelving  

Lack  of  cleanliness  ... 

Inadequate  temperature  

Inadequate  guarding  of  maclxLncry 

Absence  of  thermometoi’  ...  ...  , 

Insufficient  or  unsuitable  lighting 
Inadequate  ventilation  ...  ... 

Worn  and  unsafe  floors  ...  ... 

Inadequate  guarding  of  belt  conveyor 
Absence  of  handrails  to  staircases  . 
Absence  of  fencing  to  opening 
Unsatisfactory  sanitary  accommodation  or 
washing  facilities  ... 

Absence  of  prescribed  First  Aid  Materials 
Absence  of  Abstract  of  the  Act 


2 

3 

6 

1 

3 

12 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

3 

11 

6 


An  important  provision  of  the  Act  is  that  \7hich  requires  the 
occupier  of  any  premises  to  v;hich  it  applies,  to  notify  the  enforcing 
authority  of  any  accident  occurring  on  the  premises,  which  causes  the 
death  of  a person  employed,  or  disables  a person  for  more  than  three  days 
from  doing  his  usual  work.  No  a.ccidents  were  notified  during  I968. 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1950 


This  is  a consolidated  Act  relating  mainly  to  hoiirs  of  Closing 
and  Sunday  Trading.  So  far  as  the  welfare  of  shop  assistants  is  concerned, 
it  covers  Statutory  half  holidays,  meal  times  and  the  hours  of  employment 
of  young  persons.  The  District  Council  are  responsible  for  functions 
under  the  Act  under  a delegation  agreement  with  the  County  Council. 
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These  are  Acts  making  provisions  for  abating  pollution  of  the 
air  and,  although  they  nay  not  perhaps  be  thought  to  be  of  great  sig- 
nificance in  a r\aral  area,  there  are,  nevertheless,  certain  functions 
which  the  Council  have  a duty  to  enforce.  These  include  a responsibility 
placed  upon  local  authorities  to  satisfy  themselves  that  the  height  of 
certain  chimneys  is  sufficient  to  prevent,  so  far  as  practicable,  smoke, 
grit,  dust  or  gases  becoming  prejudicial  to  health  or  a nuisance;  three 
such  cases  v/ere  considered  during  the  year.  It  is  perhaps  inevitable 
that,  T/here  a prominent  chimney  is  involved,  it  may  be  difficult  to 
reconcile  planning  and  public  health  interests  but,  in  resolving  this, 
public  health  should  comraand  equal  respect  with  amenity  considerations 
and  it  is,  therefore,  important  that  the  possible  height  of  any  chimney 
involved  should  bo  knovm  in  the  initial  stages  of  any  planning  application. 
A provision  of  the  I968  Act  Vv’hereby  the  control  by  local  authorities  over 
the  heights  of  furnace  chimneys  V7ill  be  independent  of  the  Building 
Regulations,  is  to  be  welcomed. 


NOISE  ABATEMMT 


A recommendation  was  made  to  the  Public  Health  Committee 
during  the  year  that  the  Council  shoiiLd  consider  the  desirability  of 
including  in  future  contracts  a provision  that,  ivhere  pneumatic  drills 
and  drivers  are  used,  they  should  bo  fitted  with  silencers.  This  was 
accepted  and  Twill  become  effective  from  1st  August,  I969. 

Following  a circular  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Covernment  on  this  subject,  various  Undertakings  operating  ?;ithin  the 
district  v/ere  approached  seeking  their  co-operation  in  reducing  noise 
level. 


Three  complaints  of  noise  nuisance  v/ore  received  during  the 
year  and  the  purchase  of  a Soxond  Level  Meter  was  authorised  as  part  of 
the  Department’s  equipment. 


INSPECTICN  AND  SUPERVISICN  CF  FCCD 


Food  premises  subject  to  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations, 
196c,  are  as  follows :- 


Number , 


VvTioleselers ; 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Reta.il  Food  Shops: 

114 

114 

72 

66 

Hotels,  Cafes, 

Restaurants , Canteens : 

59 

59 

59 

59 

Licensed  Premises: 

'66 

66 

66 

66 

Poxilterers : 

3 

2 

3 

2 

8 


For  the  sale  of  ice-cream  ... 

Fish  Fryers  

For  the  Manufacture  of  Sausages 
For  Ham  Boiling 


91 

2 

15 

1^ 


There  are  34  registered  Milk  Distributors  and  all  milk  is 
processed  and  bottled  outside  the  district. 


There  are  three  small  poultry  processing  premises  within  the 
district,  to  which  visits  were  made  during  the  year.  Slaughtering  takes 
place  at  very  irregulaar  intervals  so  that  it  is  impracticable  for 
Inspectors  to  examine  every  bird  or  carcase,  but  personnel  are  _ 
encouraged  to  carry  out  a system  of  scrutiny  themselves.  Two  premises 
".iS  hens  and  the  other  with  turkeys  and  a total  of  some  ten  thousand 

birds  were  processed  during  the  year. 


General  Food  Inspection;, 

The  follov;ing  complaints  regarding  food  vfere  received  during 

the  year:  - 

Mould  on  pork  roll  delivered  to  retail  shop. 

Movild  on  iced  cake. 


Mould  in  meat  pie, 

Discolo\iration  of  canned  pineapple. 

/illeged  unsoundness  of  corned  beef. 

Each  case  was  thorouglily  investigated  but  no  Statutory  action 
was  considered  to  be  necessary. 


Without  inviting  frivolous  complaints,  the  public  should  bo 
encouraged  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  their  Public  Health  Department  any 
example  of  food  thought  to  be  unsound  or  containing  foreign  matter,  an 
indeed  the  existence  of  unhygienic  conditions  in  food  premases.  ^ 
virtue  of  their  statutory  responsibility,  their  training  in  foo 
lif^spLtion  ana  contSts  with  tho  food  trado,  Public  Health  Inspectors 
“e  S a position  to  investigate  all  such  complaints  vri.th  the  primary  aim 
of  cLLscovcring  the  cause  of  the  occurrence  and  preventing  it  happening 
again . 


The  following  quantities  of  food  v;ere  inspected  and  surrendered 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption: - 


Meat  at  wholesale  premises 
Canned  Foods:  Meat:  ... 

Fruit: 

Miscellaneous: 

Beef  Patties : 


179  IBs. 

15  tins . 

34  " 

20  " 

12  dozen. 
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Public 


The  follovo.ng  quantities  of  food  were  imported  through  Manston 
iiirport  during  the  year:- 


Grapes  . . , 

• • • 

. . . 2A85  boxes , 

Peaches 

• • • 

. . . 1000  ” 

Lettuce 

• • • 

...  6000  cases. 

Tomatoes  . . , 

• • • 

, . . 7650  boxes , 

RODMT  CONTROL 


The  Council  employ  one  full  time  Rodent  Operative  who  also 
assists  with  drain  testing,  disinfecting  and  disinfestations. 

With  an  area  of  82f  square  miles  to  cover  he  is  very  fully 
occupied,  particularly  bet\7een  October  and  March, 

A free  treatment  for  rats  and  mice  is  given  to  private 
dv/elling  houses  and  other  properties  are  treated  at  an  inclusive 
charge  of  9/-d.  per  hour. 

It  was  feared  that  the  suspension  of  visits  to  farms  in  the 
early  months  of  the  year  ov;ing  to  Foot  & Mouth  Disease  in  the  country, 
might  result  in  heavier  infestations  later,  but  in  fact  the  general  level 
of  infestation  has  proved  to  be  slightly  lower  than  in  196? . 

Warfarin  has  continued  to  be  used  and  although  a careful  watch 
has  been  kept,  there  has  been  no  reliable  evidence  to  suggest  that 
resistance  to  it  exists  in  this  district. 


Properties  Inspected. 

Agricultinaal . 

Non- 

Agricultural . 

Total . 

(a)  As  the  result  of  notification. 

29 

189 

218 

I (b)  In  the  course  of  survey. 

323 

301 

62A 

(c)  No.  found  to  be  infested 
\7ith  rats  or  mice. 

107 

18A 

291 

Treatment  - 1968 


! Properties  Treated  by  the 

! Council's  Operative, 

j 

Agricultural . 

N 0 n-Agr  i cxilt  ur  al. 

Total.  I 

59 



155 

214 

Agricultural  Properties  v;hero  owners  carrying 
out  om  treatment  with  Warfarin. 

234 

1 

10 


This  is  an  Order  primarily  concerned  vd.th  the  protection  of 
animal  health,  which  is  enforced  in  the  district  under  delegation  from 
the  County  Council,  There  are  at  present  seven  premises  holding 
licences  and  operating  plant  and  equipment  for  the  boiling  of  waste 
food  and,  although  in  itself  this  is  not  strictly  a public  health 
function,  v/e  have  also  a,n  interest  in  the  prevention  of  nuisance  and 
rat  infestation. 


HAIRDRESSERS  AND  BARBERS 


There  are  thirteen  Hairdressers  and  Barbers  in  the  area  and 
all  are  visited  at  intervals  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  Council's  Bye- 
laws under  Section  77  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  I96I. 
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